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Abstract Enhanced interfacial interaction between metal oxide and support is a promising
alternative to photocatalysis. In the work, the coordination method was used to synthesize the
photocatalyst of heptazine rings chelating Ce atoms on g-C3;N, (CeCN-urea-N,) for CO,
photoreduction. On CeCN-urea-N,, Ce species were highly dispersed, while for the impregnated
sample of CeCN-N,, agglomerated CeO, particles were found. The highly dispersed Ce species on
g-C3N, was beneficial for the generation of in-built electronic field, i.e., f electrons of Ce atoms
transferred to heptazine rings. Therefore, the photogenerated electrons flowed into Ce and reacted
with the adsorbed CO, molecules, leading to more -CO, radicals on CeCN-urea-N,, which were
attacked by the surface enriched protons of H,O/OH to enhance CH, selectivity, confirmed by the in
situ DRIFTS result. The work provides a simple way to design efficient photocatalysts.
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UL AR, R i DAl A7 G IS AT R R A BR A ISR BT 0 1) 8L, AATT 4 T 140 22 0 9% ok i 1
U o R RS R FHEENS CO, etk b R RE IR o (R Be . H R . FR RS B R 7 %62
FIARZ AT A BTS8P, Qfar 4 S e Ak I8 S CO, 119 SR 1 R AR SR B I G $ i o,

— B Sk U, S AT ) S A R X AR ) B R M RE AR SRR L (R R 2B b AL
R COy WAL TR AE B ORI R ST R AN 55 43 WA ) T, 30 2 ] (8525 57 5 350 g A7 i 2, DT AR A1
JepEAEPEREY L AR, FEEA bR B A R A A R R TR 2 i O L R )R
UURR(ALD ) AT LASE BB i AR ARG o T 458 5 1, SR TR 5 LA A 1 o 7 SRR g ) e~ 19,
PRI, DS B R FH %) B 10 &, T Hh LA BRVE fRT B L R o A 7™ A 0 R Ak 2 i 2 B R U R EE 22
50 G 8 4 T AT AN AR RIS s, DA 5 2R 5 4 D T %) R B AR U 200, A 38R 3 TR A5 3 ) s o 2,
W5 4 T R s e HEZR AR A9 43 T8 220 DL e i 4 i i SR AR F il o {07 i 127 280 452,

TR RS F 0 I A B E AR (g-C3Ny) P =R ER B N TR OG-, mT DU 4 s R
7). Huang 48P F HIDG UL L AR g-CaNy il & 7 B4 4 J& 47 i, R I 00 S 10 O i 1k i It
CO, W SN PEfE. Lu 5507 D 2-%70 - 5-T4 B ms i S Be A, i il 1o Nl 2R &9, &l 7 BHA &
B A LR AR NiS@g-C3N,. Horf, NP IS 5 3 /0 N 24 38 FAE L0 R B9 b B % i 7%,
A FF NiS Bokr iy X5 o0 A et fR v, SFUE I N & S EE A0 2% 2800 T BR A1 T NiS 40K Jkr 19 4=
K, TR A B T /NRSH 9 NiS 44K kL. Gao 551 FHUT AR R 48 AR BT 11 407 ¢-C3Ny L ilfAT
FeMEALIR R CO,, B T HEA RIFHGfEiA R CO, PR,

Fiis 1 A AL E P (CeO,) HAT F 5 B9 A 48 (LA 1, D05 1 Ce®'/Ce® 22 ] A B 4% Ak 1Y S8 fhiF R g
38040 3 n] PR HE G AL CO, 110 W BFFAIE A1~ AR R 0 % CeO, JEIL IR IR CO, HEFT T —
BB GE UL S AR S AT LAAVE SR Lewis BRTE, 2% 1 GE AT W] LUE AL 82, 33X AT LU CO, 1k
BRI Ak e 3 A SCHR AL ER H Ce W0 B 00 F7 A6 RS A8 i Ak = I e 25 38 /R . Xie S8 il 4 T
Ce B4 g-CsNy AL, B2 1 Ce 4y 0 157 W52 B0 Py 528 356 53 ) 2 0 1R 2% 5 R L ST A 1) B B2 A A7 A58
He 451 NS FIESE T 2K 7E g-C3N, 119 Ce HUJR T2 — P 7E 19 ORR #EALF. SR 1M, g-CsNy 1
J3HL Ce Wb R LML IR R CO, A2 il CH, 15 N HLERBIF 78 557>,

PRI I, A T A 3k A R 2 A 2 mir kA i B2 /R, 085 T 7F g-C3Ny b 43 1 Ce it
B, PR 3K 3 g-C3Ny, 18 CeCN-urea-N,, i i 12 5 il 25 T CeCN-N, #F 5 247 % b . SR H
TEM, STEM-HAADF, XPS, FT-IR, [A] 4 4% &t F fF f1 DFT i+ 56758 T Ce A FERAS . S5 R &,
CeCN-urea-N, ] = IR 5 Ce Z [0] (% B F A0 BAE F A I F 0 2 8 3 T8 B, In i 1 6 A4 Hfr 5% 5%
F1-CO, H B M AE AL, BEAR, O 1s XPS FI/K 2 fil /i i 25 R 2 B, HA T £ Lewis B4 ) CeCN-urea-N,
REME W BF} 3 22 /9 H,0 43, HAE AR FIR I -CO, A B3k, MM & CH, A3 EEE. 456 CO, MR 5
BLLLAME 7~ S LI ASBIFSE PN 25 R T 2 AR 86 v 2550 1) Al R S A A ) 412 i — 4 A e 9 D A0 ) P 21—
FhT AT bR .

1 g@gﬁ%ﬂgﬁj\(]ﬂxperimental section)

1.1 J5R

PRE . 7NKA RS (Ce(NO;) 56H,0) |« TorK LY A 73 A 4.
1.2 CeCN-urea-N, & i

g, o IR ZAE 550 °C T B 4 h(THR R K 2.5 Comin') 15 2] g-C3N,. B 0.95 g 1Y
g-CiNy, INAGE 8 JCK C B, SR04 E. 20 515 0.126 g i Ce(NO; ) 3-6H,0 1 0.2 g i JR 2 hin A 2158 &
TR O, BRI, B Ce(NO;3) 3-6H,0 1Y LBV R A2 T A PR R 1 LA, Bk 1 h g Lk
BT A g-CyNy B, B 1 h, iiia s T e EIA R RIS 2 BN, B E A E
TR, RS T FHEE 500 °C 4852 4 h, 185 CeCN-urea-N, fiLH].
1.3 CeCN-N, &k,

TES 3R, o Ce(NO3) 36H,0 7E 550 °C N BibE 4 h 155 CeO, kL. H CeO, (60.05 g) Fl g-C3N,
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(0.95 g) 73 AT A —E S 1 2B 1K, i HE B 5] 5, # CeO, 22 220 N F g-CaNy At o, St ik
2T B B R B S 2 E AN, RS E TE P, FER AR T R E 500 °C JBks 4 h,
53 CeCN-N, 4L 7.
1.4 SEHEILIRIR CO, F2 R 1 AE It

FREX 20 mg fEAL FIRE &, B T AR ROV 48 L, A 1 mL X8 7K S HRE G, A
4 bar =4l CO, AN, £ 300 W AR AT TG 8 h, FIAAHEIE R MBI IR JF CO, KN 1= 4.

2 ZE B 54718 (Results and discussion)

2.1 MAEFIES & Ce PP IAFEAEIRAS

7£ CeCN-urea-N, ¥ i i) STEM-HAADF 1 TEM [EI 1% 45 J b R W22 E] CeO, Jiki (& 1b, g\ h),
EDX A TE R £ T C. N JEE AL, CeCN-urea-N, £ 4 H1 ) Ce BIFh 251 /3 BIAE g-C3N, %
M. 1 HEWT, 5 CeCN-N, #H [, IR ZRE B AL AR 37 T A F T Ce ¥Rl 1 g-C3Ny T = B2 43 1, PRI A
CeCN-urea-N, 1A B i AR (1Y CeO, GHIK kL.

M a
¢ 'J \ CeCN-urea-N,

Intensity/a.u.

200 nm 200 nm 200 nm 200 nm
e ] —

1 (a) CeCN-urea-N,, CeCN-N, il g-C5N, F£ i i) XRD 2558, (b) CeCN-urea-N, ) STEM-HAADF [#], CeCN-urea-
N, i EDX [: (¢) C, (d) N, (e) O, (f) Ce JLE, F(g) . (h) TEM K%
Fig.1 (a) XRD result of CeCN-urea-N,, CeCN-N, and g-C;N, samples, (b) STEM-HAADF image of CeCN-urea-N,, EDX
mapping images of (¢) C, (d) N, (¢) O and (f) Ce on CeCN-urea-N,, (g) . (h) TEM images of CeCN-urea-N,

A, CeCN-N, Fl CeCN-urea-N, ) XRD it 5 I HESE T LR S5 5. 5] 1a tf 27.3°40 i 1 X i T

g-C3N, [ (002) TiT, 28.8°, 33.5°, 47.8°F1 56.8°4b i I 43 51| % i T+ CeO, (JCPDS No.04-0802) i (111) .

(222) . (200) F1(311) F4 T ~*. 0] LA Y, 76 CeCN-N, BEfh F IR T CeO, MG STI4, T 7E CeCN-urea-

N, B8 EBR T g-C3N, BIRTFI6 48, A CeO, AT 4T1&. 454 TEM Fl HRTEM (455, i — P UEse T

CeCN-urea-N, F 5  Ce #)Fh 4 155 B 431
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W XPS. X ST T i 245 7 (XANES) F DFT B8 11348 5% T CeCN-urea-N, H' Ce Y1 F f 17
FERZS . K N 1s B9 XPS BEIS 1R 5 BI4 0 3 A& (& 2a), 17 F 398.6. 399.4. 400.8 eV 1114 437 15 J& T
N JFF(C=N—C) . =R AH T (H—N—C, 5 N—C,) AIZILERER]. 5 g-C;N, Ml Ht, CeCN-urea-N, £f
i N 1s g R IR ES A e AL . BLAk, Q& 2¢ Tz, XANES Jll %2 T~ CeCN-urea-N, H1 Ce L3 i i1,
AHXFF Ce il CeO,, CeCN-urea-N, FHEIE & = T A4k, 4%, X J& H T CeCN-urea-N, ' Ce—N % fiY
TE 1%, Ce I e A 5 R A1, 445 F4) I PP R B 186 o, 4 e s /N, PRI, AT LAGA R Ce i A g-CsNy B 22T
Ce—N i, Ce i 4f HL 558 2 Fm L) N R I, CeCN-urea-N, £ i JL 11 A B AE 3G 5%, A T 8
CeCN-urea-N, AL 1fi Ak i N 2 FL 37 B F T~ 7% 88 7 1), ik DFT BE TR T Ce 55 g-C3N, Bt Ifi 8] (1) 22 43
HLfar. Q1 E] 2b 7, 7 €0 0 (0 3 500 4 2 Fi o7 285 B2 sk /N RS K. R TRTAL g-CaNy T N7 b o i 2R
£, 1M Ce b HLfar gD, W FHIAL L F M\ Ce e 51| g-C3N, 9 N JEF I, TR BT AL N g i 3.

Intensity/a.u.

CeCN-urea-N, | éé/ \

1 1 1 ) 1 1 i
404 402 400 398 396
Binding energy/eV

1.2 ¢

«Ce0,
Ce foil

7 [ / CeCN—urea—NZI
\ “‘ \ 4]
06 / \ \

0.8

X(R)I/A2

Redial distance/A
2 (a) g-C3N,. CeCN-N, fll CeCN-urea-N, 44 N 1s [ XPS 4558, (b) CeCN-urea-N, {2243 Hi, fif £,
(c¢) CeCN-urea-N, H' Ce L3 iYW W37 1Y XANES 4%
Fig.2 (a) XPS result of N 1s for CeCN-urea-N,, CeCN-N, and g-C;N, samples; (b) DFT calculation of CeCN-urea-N;
(c) RDF at the Ce(L3) edge of CeCN-urea-N, and references

2.2 MWK F RN ER R

AT RV AT, FE G I CO, SN 2 A v, 4 A 70) 29 1T W B 14 7K 437 mT USRIE I 7, A RT3
CH, fyk . i IR ESR. K3Efil A . O 1s 19 XPS. O,-TPD fiff5¢ T CeCN-urea-N, Fil CeCN-N, 41k
30 2 1 W I B K A 1. K i f 45 R (4] 3b., ¢) {7, CeCN-urea-N, HY 7K 322 fih /1 87N, 14 CeCN-urea-
N, R MR KM L, &8P R Z. O 1s 1Y XPS 15K (K] 3d) 45t T 2 18 W b 005 B K7 F 530.0 eV
M1 532.6 eV Ze A7 b BN 43 5] J& 1 f A% S8 (O ) R BFF 420 (O ) . 8 857 B0 T, WA oF 4 a0 8 52 2 A i o
IKAT T W RS A A T R B T R AN 1 BT, CeCN-N, Hab A /N4 fh ks 0, 1 CeCN-urea-
N, R = W B 7K 731 FR L Rl O,-TPD 25 ANl 3e FioR, £ 100—200 °C Z [H) () 5E W ) & T 5%
T A 2 R B 4G A 8 R0 0, A HE T4l g-C3Ny, ) O,-TPD 455, CeCN-urea-N, il CeCN-N, # iy H i) i B
S 10 50 BRSBTS RN R @-CNy TR BT SR AH EAEH], EIR R AE CeCN-
urea-N, ¥ fity 5 B 4, [B142 150 B 5 B 0 B B9 &l g A 3 T CeCN-urea-N, A% iy Bt 11 A BLAVE . b Ab, 38
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TR 27 2 36 420 A o o i 1T AR AL 156 B CeCN-urea-N,, AL 2R T B A P i 2, HoAA HE Z a0 2L fh.

CeCN-urea-N,

3 mm

CeCN-urea-N,
2=1.96

Intensity/a.u.

2203

CeCN-N,

3 mm

315 320 325 330 335 340 O ‘;&go”’/ L
Magnetic field/G 207 (mg-L™")

[ e

=
= °
K &
= ‘B
@ § 8-C3Ny
2 |
= \ CeCN-urea-N,

e
CeCN-urea-N, /
CeCN-N,
1 1 1 1 ] 1 1 1 1 ]
538 536 534 532 530 528 50 100 150 200 250 300

Binding energy/eV Temperature/'C

3 (a) CeCN-urea-N, fll CeCN-N, ¥/ 7E 77 K B Y ESR 25 5% ; K2 f fA 25 5. (b) CeCN-urea-N, #1(c) CeCN-N,
fits (d) O 1s f9 XPS [#l, (e) CeCN-urea-N,, CeCN-N, £l g-C;N, [ O,-TPD 453
Fig.3 (a) ESR result at 77 K of CeCN-urea-N, and CeCN-N, samples; The contact angle results of (b) CeCN-urea-N, and
(¢) CeCN-N, High-resolution XPS image of (d) O Is; (e) O,-TPD result of CeCN-urea-N,, CeCN-N, and g-C;N,

£ 1 CeCN-urea-N, Fll CeCN-N, #£ 5 O 1s i XPS il i B 2,
Table 1 Peak information of O 1s XPS spectra of CeCN-urea-N, and CeCN-N,

Wz B4R (Oc) ArARL(Oy)
EIVAVY Wi FYa.u W7 B /eV VT Y a.u
Peak position Peak area Peak position Peak area
CeCN-urea-N, 532.5 1360 - -
CeCN-N, 532.7 1450 530.0 150

Jift 24 CeCN-urea-N, HAT B L (R MFILYFIVE? 76K 3a 1, 1 g=2.03 Fil g=1.96 4b 11553515
J& TR e B, A4 2 A AH 1 A B R SRR Ce¥ I X L S 4R, AT LR B, 7E CeCN-
urea-N, I IETR R, LA Ce¥ & iR T CeCN-N,, Ifii Ce* 1l LAFE R Lewis Bffv W B F2 JE FIK 73 F-. a8t 4k
(2, RSB T Ce 3d /9 XPS 3 B, (HJZ AT RB 2 i T Ce MR EAR, Ce 3d BEIE (S 5 MO (F Mg 1L
B, Toxt H AT 400 304 b B PRI, CeCN-urea-N, H 3% 170 W B 1 52 L FOK 40 F F 88, A A THOG 4

fbik 5 CO, Jy CH,.

2.3 LR R CO, KN
CeCN-urea-N,, CeCN-N, il g-C;N, AL i 1E LS RN E 4 Fros. IR 8 h &, g-CsNy AL 1 H

REKL I 21 CO, 1] CeCN-urea-N, Fll CeCN-N, {4k 57 I RE [F] Asf &6 HH CO A1 CH,, H. CO =R g EF & T
g-C3N,. 1fii %} . CeCN-urea-N, Fl CeCN-N, 1L 7, CeCN-urea-N, £ i1 ] CO ;= F & CeCN-N, £ & i1
2 f5 AT, T CHy 72 308 CeCN-N, FESL 1Y 10 5 L4 F, X 520 B 19 CeCN-N, k£ 5 i CH,, 128 #:1%
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PR3 T S . R AH G SCHR ORI A 5 RGO Y T AE, CeCN-urea-N, S AL HLAT 547 1)
CO, B J5 1 RE (3¢ 2)B8 %1 JEifi; ESR & 1] CeCN-urea-N, Fl CeCN-N, ¥ i i il — 48 Ak [ 1 3. 72 8] 4b
. 5,5- 7 - -k % e A8 AU 16 ) (DMPO) 4ifi 3K 1915 5 U B T A2 L -CO, " H Hi 4. CeCN-urea-N, |
1Y -CO, H H A 1915 5 38 FE [ CeCN-N, | BYA% 5 5 B 01 5y, R W] -CO, A i B B %8 %) 7E CeCN-urea-
N, BAR. 454 FaRgE R, AT LIS CeCN-urea-N, |- Ce 5 g-CyN, [H]TE K5 Z1 (A T AR TR 2 7%
A= HLTT R RS TN -COy H FH Y 77 AR, (] s B 22 7y 3R T W BFF 58 5 RN K - f fi i+ i - CO, - H H 2%, 42

m1 T CHy L HEPE.
10 - -
a9 1 CO evolution 180 b
[Tl cH 4 evolution
~ 8r
o 60
= X . | CeCN-urea-
£ = Ei
3 6k —_— B=1 Ry
E s %
2 {10 3 Z
= Q 2L
s = =
5 4 -
n @]
3 dso CeCN-N,
20
Single of DMPO (DMPO-tblank of machine)
0 10 I I I I I 1 |
CeCN-urea-N,  CeCN-N, g-CoN, 318 320 322 324 326 328
Magnetic field/G
o [ o, B ik B
Jo1 |y, No-dark KX T
Ny-light Io.os No-light
Urea-dark
g N,-light
N dark
rea-light aar
1 f \ /Urea-h ght
] \I Ureg-dark Urea-dark
et \”T——H I I f I 1
2400 2200 2000 4000 3600 3200 2000 1800 1600 1400 1200
Wavenumbers/cm ™! Wavenumbers/cm™' Wavenumbers/om™

Bl 4 (a) CeCN A g-CoNy HDLHEILIE IS CO, YR MIPERE, (b)-CO, H 1 %ER) ESR {55, (¢) CeCN-urea-N, Fl
CeCN-N, (i IS FIE IR ) CO, MM I 2141
Fig.4 (a) Activities of photocatalytic CO, reduction on CeCN samples and g-C;N,, (b) ESR signals of the radicals in the
reaction and (¢) in situ DRIFTS of CO,-adsorption in dark or light of CeCN-urea-N, and CeCN-N,

F 2 ATAUAIEI CO, B9 N ERE5 STER AR RE XS L2525

Table 2 Comparison of CeCN-urea-N, production with relevant literature

FEAEFH JEIR CO™#/(mol g "*h™) CH,”#%/(mol-g"*h™) D 4N
Photocatalyst Light source CO production rate CH, production rate References
CeCN-urea-N, Koo/ 1.03 0.88 ATAE
M-CeO, Al ot ~0.95 ~0.63
Common CeO, ] i ~0.78 ~0.44 [58]
1% KBH-C;N, £/ 0.25 0.88
g-C3N, Kol 0.74 0.12 9]

2.4 SEBALIR R CO, J i ALEE

R T T AEIE L CO, RN LB, HEAT T SRS FIERE N CeCN-urea-N, Fil CeCN-N, F & 4 5L
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3

CO, W[y DRIFTS. W&l 4c iR, 435 b8 T OCRRHET S, PINFE G R 1T CO, 115 %, 7] LLF F] CeCN-
urea-N, 2% [f] CO, FY WA 38 B W& fs 55, Ui P SGREAE(E CO, £ CeCN-N, b & A e fbid it f2, £ %
A B HCO5 (1670 em™) F1*CHO( 1780 em™) JC 8 v [A] ) Ffr, X X T CO Fl CHy {77 A= E % 8 25, 1M
CeCN-N, ¥ &, Y I8 5 3 B i T AR R 8 (1600—1300 cm™) ¥R FE (1710 cm™) Hp (] 4y Ffp o0 - 611 {H &

HCO; (1670 cm ™) FI*CHO(1780 cm ™) S (A1) Fpac /L, fr L CO il CH, 197 54K % T CeCN-urea-N,,
JE RS 3800—3200 cm ! Ab % I B 0 S 04 i R 0 55, U BH I B () CO, BB 25 5 55 MR B 19 68 58 ok A IR
ik HCO;%H*CHO S ] P AR . R I, CeCN-urea-N, 545 I T CO, J5 o7 47 A9 R B i Ak, ] Fsf
T EE 0 E A E A8 (OH/H,0) 7825 Il 18, Bl 3 o v [ 4 Fh HCO5 H1*CHO 7= A= K & CH,.

3 4518 (Conclusion)

T 3 A v R £ T g-CsNy b A3 Ce AP IROGHEAL R, SR T4 i CeCN A5 A
te, TR R WBCALVE ], 78 CeCN-urea-N, B HE 5 2 10 15 A MM 2] CeO, A R Wikr . [F] A} CeCN-urea-
N, AL Ab s ZY i B VR, A2 T AR TR, DA KR 1 = A B A R A R CH, AR
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